A Call for the Direct Participation of Civil Society in South Sudan’s Peace Talks

Citizens for Peace and Justice (CPJ)
17 February 2014

Citizens for Peace and Justice (CPJ), a coalition representing more than 30 civil society
organizations, is deeply concerned with the grave human suffering brought about by the conflict in
South Sudan. We condemn all actions and inactions that have resulted in the death, injury, sexual
violence, displacement, destruction of property, and gross disruption of life for an untold number of
our people.

CPJ appreciates the ongoing efforts by the Intergovernmental Authority for Development (IGAD)
to end hostilities and resolve the conflict through a negotiated agreement. We strongly support the
calls for a more inclusive process that provides for the meaningful participation of all citizens,
including civil society, women’s groups, youth groups, religious leaders, traditional authority and
academics. CPJ believes that this is the only path to a just and sustainable peace.

From 9-12 February 2014, CPJ held a conference in Nairobi, Kenya in order to develop concrete
plans for civil society in its efforts to secure a resolution to the crisis. The conference brought
together more than 60 representatives of civil society from South Sudan and the diaspora.

At the close of the conference, we resolved the following:

First, CPJ calls on IGAD to provide for the direct and independent participation of civil society in
the peace talks currently underway in Ethiopia. We specifically ask that CPJ representatives be
given the necessary accreditation such that they can actively participate at all meetings of the
parties; contribute proposals for consideration in the talks, including draft language for any
agreements; and offer their expertise and advice to the mediators.

Second, we request the following issues be included in the agenda for the peace talks:

¢ Comprehensive institutional reforms, with a focus on constitutional reform, political
party reform, electoral reform and security sector reform

* Mechanisms for securing truth and reconciliation

* Mechanisms for securing justice and accountability

* Humanitarian access and protection of civilian populations

* Management of oil and other natural resources

* Foreign military intervention

Third, we propose that IGAD use the following 13 Principles as criteria to develop and assess
proposals for a transitional political arrangement:

1. Stop the violence — There must be sufficient buy-in from belligerent parties to immediately
and credibly implement the cessation of hostilities agreement.

2. Enjoy the support of the people — Political settlements should not be forced on the people of
South Sudan. The direct participation of civil society in the mediation process will help to
ensure that proposals are in line with the needs and wishes of the people.

3. Provide access for humanitarian and development support — The conflict has had a
devastating impact on people throughout the country. At risk populations must be provided
with the support they need to reestablish their lives.
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4. Foster unity, respect diversity and build national identity — The nation-building process
should encourage the development of an inclusive national identity that finds strength in
diversity.

5. Protect sovereignty — South Sudanese have sacrificed greatly to achieve their independence.
The transitional arrangement must safeguard our right of self-determination.

6. Allow space for political and civic engagement and for comprehensive governance reforms
— To achieve sustainable peace, South Sudan must address the underlying governance crisis.
Reforms must be designed and implemented in an inclusive manner.

7. Support democracy, embrace a multi-party system and ensure free and fair elections — For
the past decade, South Sudan has struggled to establish democratic institutions. We must
take into account the successes and failures of past elections and establish a strong electoral
process to set the stage for a more democratic system of governance.

8. Promote truth, justice and reconciliation — If South Sudan is to come to terms with its
violent past, the government must provide space for an independent and inclusive process of
truth, justice and reconciliation.

9. Disincentivize violent behavior — Political settlements should not reward those who engage
in acts of violence, particularly those responsible for violations of international human rights
and humanitarian law.

10. Empower local government — The governance system should ensure the meaningful
devolution of decision-making authority and resources to the local level, thereby helping to
counter regional development imbalances.

11. Harness resources to benefit the people — South Sudan’s natural resources have done little
to raise the living standards for our people. We should have clear plans and the necessary
oversight to ensure that resources are not wasted through corruption and poor governance,
but are directed towards socio-economic development.

12. Maximize job creation, service delivery and infrastructure development — We must ensure
that our government has the necessary expertise to jumpstart economic development.

13. Build international support — Without the support of our international partners, South
Sudan’s path to independence would have been far more difficult. We must work to
maintain and build upon this international support.

Lastly, we call for the development of a Transitional Roadmap for South Sudan, which can be used
as a platform to coordinate activities by civil society and other actors in promoting the resolution of
the crisis in South Sudan and the monitoring and implementation of any peace agreements.
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