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Living in Dignity
People’s declarations from Africa, Asia, Latin America & Oceania
on climate change and the right to sustainable development
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m Climate change hits poor and marginalised people

“The sun is coming nearer every day! The river is dry and we are desperately searching for water.
What is going wrong? What can we do? My livestock is dying and I am losing my livelihood”,
says Abraham, an old pastoralist from Ethiopia. The world cannot deny any longer that climate
change has become a reality and that it is in particular the poor people in tropical and subtropi-
cal countries as well as on low lying atolls of the Global South who are experiencing the adverse
impacts of climate change. To them who themselves have minimal CO, emissions and who have
probably never heard about “greenhouse gases”, climate change comes as a dangerous threat to

their lives and livelihoods.

What makes people particularly vulnerable to climate
change? High risks are usually resulting from the dan-
gerous combination of a high exposure towards extreme
weather events (e.g. droughts, floods, thunderstorms
etc.) and a very limited resilience (as a factor of poverty,
societal status, gender, marginalisation and many other
factors). Climate change tends to hit poor and already
marginalised people living in hot spot areas worst.

Climate change bears the enormous risk to deepen pov-
erty, to deprive people from enjoying their fundamental
human rights (to food, water, shelter etc), and to hinder
the right to sustainable development. Climate change
and development are closely interrelated.

Vulnerable people are not only victims of climate change.
They can also perform as powerful actors; they bring a
huge diversity of enriching experiences and knowledge,
have visions for a sustainable future and could turn into
agents of change.

All people have the same fundamental rights. They
should enjoy the conditions to live a life in dignity —
despite climate change. The development model of the
North cannot be the blueprint for the globe. It heats up
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our planet and deprives people in hot spot from their
fundamental human rights. Accordingly it is neither just
nor sustainable and has to be removed — even in the
North.

[t is along these lines how climate change has been dis-
cussed by more than 300 partner organisations of “Brot
fiir die Welt” (Bread for the World) and Diakonie Katas-
trophenhilfe (DKH/Humanitarian Aid Germany) during
seven regional consultations that took place in all con-
tinents in the “Countdown to Copenhagen” between
autumn 2008 and autumn 2009 with more than fifty
countries participating. We thank them for their efforts
and engagement throughout this discussion process.

The particular views of our partners are being reflected
in the following declarations. They underline the re-
sponsibility of the church and civil society to recognize
and speak out against the injustices wrought on by cli-
mate change. They urge the international community
to pay special attention to the most vulnerable people
and they believe that urgent and coordinated action can
reduce the negative impacts of climate change and safe-
guard the rights of the vulnerable communities to live a
life with dignity.
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Moana Declaration, Pacific Church Leaders Statement on Resettlement
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Our Oikos — a new consciousness on climate
change and our call to action

On the occasion of the Church Leaders Meeting on Re-
settlement as a direct consequence of climate change,
Pacific Church Leaders issue the following statement on
climate change and the imminent threat of forced relo-
cation and displacement faced by Pacific peoples.

Mindful of the impacts on food and water security; our
way of life; our culture; our community; our overall
health and well being; the ecological systems on which
we depend; other creatures with whom we share Gods
creation.

Led by our faith traditions and the life of Jesus Christ,
we stand on behalf of the poor, those who have little
power and with those throughout history who have
acted for justice.

We the Church Leaders from Pacific Island Countries
(PICs) present at this meeting call upon the Pacific Is-
lands Forum (PIF), affected states and the international
community of states to:

1. Ensure that all persons and communities affected by

climate induced catastrophes in the Pacific as well as
other affected world regions, in particular those who
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are forced to flee their homes and lands, are afforded
the respect and protection of the full spectrum of rights
enshrined within the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights and subsequent human rights treaties;

2. Develop local, national, sub-regional, regional and
international plans to ensure respect for and protection
of the rights of forced climate migrants;

3. Develop the framework for a new Convention or
Protocol on Resettlement to cater for the specific and
unique situation of persons, communities and states af-
fected by climatic induced catastrophes;

4. Undertake immediate measures to identify available
land and other appropriate resources for the purposes
of relocating and resettling all forced climate migrants,
both those displaced internally as well as those likely to
seek resettlement in other countries;

5. Carry out intensive public consultations with Pacific
communities affected and will be affected by rising sea
levels or other consequences of climate change, with a
view to developing viable and practical plans to protect
the rights of forced climate migrants, in particular their
housing, land and property and related rights;

6. Develop in a proactive way, in full partnership, co-
operation and consultation with vulnerable people and
communities affected by climate, policies, strategies
and practical programmes that mitigate the worst ef-
fects and consequences of climate change on affected
populations, and enable and empower such populations
to adapt to changing environmental factors;

7. Devote, where mitigation and adaptation responses
are likely to be insufficient per se, adequate resources,
in particular financial resources, to practical measures
designed to assist forced climate migrants to relocate
and resettle in a manner consistent with their rights and
in ways that secure for them an adequate standard of
living and sustainable livelihoods;

8. Explore creative and innovative methods of identi-
fying long-term relocation and resettlement options for
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forced climate migrants, consistent with their housing,
land, property and related rights, whilst preserving their
dignity as human beings;

9. Develop and support projects that demonstrate an
alternative economic model reflecting faith based values
of: justice, equity, and sustainability — in challenge to
the values inherent in the neo-liberal economic model
dominant in the world today;

10. Ensure the rights of other populations affected by
the forced displacement of climate change migrants,
such as host or receiving communities in areas where
climate change migrants are settled, are fully and ad-
equately protected;

11. Call on the peoples of the Pacific and the interna-
tional community of states, to act toward exhausting all
avenues available toward the realization of the critical
issues in this Moana Declaration;

12. Reaffirm the prophetic role of the church and its
responsibility to recognize and speak out against the in-
justices wrought on by climate change and call on all
persons, communities and states to act now.

Nadi, Fiji, 24 April 2009

Diakonie &
Katastrophenhilfe

Khulna Declaration, Asia

We the participants from 12 different countries in the
Asia and the Pacific recognize that Climate Change is a
big threat for these regions. They are highly vulnerable
to climate change impacts and its consequences.

In this regard, we endeavour to ensure that effective
means of disaster prevention and adaptation are being
initiated, supported and implemented to protect the
lives and livelihood of our people and our communities
to the maximum extent.

Whilst there are good practices in adaptation and miti-
gation in our vulnerable communities, they are not ad-
equately heard and seen at the international level. We
will identify opportunities and create spaces for our
voices to be heard.

We are aware of the key challenges of the ongoing cli-
mate change negotiations towards Copenhagen at 2009.
Based on our intense exchange of experience, we toge-
ther with our partners, commit to develop community
centered policies on reducing risks and vulnerability to
climate change impacts both in short, mid and long term.

We call for immediate and adequate financing for com-
munity based adaptation and mitigation measures. Sup-
port towards vulnerable communities in coping with
the adverse effects of climate change is an international
obligation and is non negotiable.

Communities in disaster-prone low-lying countries and
small island states, like Bangladesh, the Maldives and
the island countries in the Pacific Region will also face
the eventuality of being resettled. We therefore urge the
international community to pay special attention to their
extraordinary circumstances in creating a special proto-
col in the proposed adaptation fund for this purpose.

As diverse communities from Asia and the Pacific, we
stand together in our belief that urgent and coordinat-
ed action can reduce the negative impacts of climate
change and safeguard the rights of the vulnerable com-
munities to live a life with dignity.

Khulna, Bangladesh, February 2009



The Mekelle Declaration, Eastern Africa
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We the participants of the “Regional Seminar Climate
Change in Eastern Africa — A Challenge for Disaster Risk
Reduction, Adaptation and Mitigation Policies”, held in
Mekelle, Ethiopia, from 21st to 24th of September, rec-
ognise that the Eastern African countries of Djibouti,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, and
Uganda are already experiencing the significant effects
of Climate Change.

Incidences of drought have ravaged millions of lives re-
sulting in death, severe cases of food insecurity and ex-
treme cases of hunger and malnutrition. More than 20
million people face starvation in this region as a result of
prolonged and unexpected droughts.

For example, in Uganda, according to FAO reports, 90%
of farmers realised less than 50% of their usual harvest
in the first planting season of this year. The government
of Kenya has stated that more that 10 million of its pop-
ulation is faced with severe food shortage. In Tanzania,
maize yields are expected to decrease by up to 33%.

Tropical and vector borne diseases such as malaria and
meningitis have increased significantly due to the rise in
temperatures — which is directly correlated with chang-
ing climates. Further, it has expanded to the Eastern Af-
rican Highlands where there was no malaria in the past.
This puts unprecedented pressure on the region, whose
health systems are already weak.

All Eastern African Countries are experiencing se-
vere water stress. Many rivers, lakes, and other water
bodies, that people have depended on for many years,
have dried up. Moreover, the rainfall patterns that
have been steady for generations have become unpre-
dictable and unreliable within a very short period of
time. As a result of this, lives and livelihoods are being
threatened.

80% of Eastern Africa depends on rain-fed agriculture
which contributes to 40% of the regions GDP render-
ing it highly vulnerable to long-term climate variability
and climate change. Climate change is drastically de-
creasing agricultural productivity and simultaneously
increasing food insecurity. The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) has predicted that the agri-
cultural production in Africa could be reduced by 50%
as a result of climate change by 2020. However, given
the striking extent of the consequences currently being
seen in the region, it is likely that this will happen even
sooner.

The extent to which climate change has not only im-
pacted but is continuing to impact the key economic
sectors of tourism, agriculture, health, water and sanita-
tion, to name just a few, in this region further exacer-
bates the poverty and vulnerability of the communities.
We conclude that the adverse effects of climate change
will hinder the region from achieving the Millennium
Development Goals unless corrective action is being
taken immediately.

We call on our governments as duty bearers to be ac-
countable to their countries in the following manner:

1. Prioritize and strategically mainstream adaptation
and disaster risk reduction in policies and development
plans;

2. Allocate funds to climate change programming, fo-
cusing on the most vulnerable;

3. Actively engage in UNFCCC negotiation process
and international dialogue in order to achieve a reason-
able, binding, post-Kyoto agreement in Copenhagen.
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Carta de los pueblos Andinos y de la Amazonia
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We call on the more developed nations to

1. Commit to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by
2020;

2. Designate funds to enable communities that are
already suffering the consequences of climate change to
adapt;

3. Facilitate technology transfer to allow developing
countries to access clean and renewable energy;

4. Seek to achieve a concrete and practical way for-
ward that binds all countries to work together in a just,
fair, and equitable agreement as a global community.

Africa has been sidelined and neglected by the industri-
alized world. Many times, atrocities have taken place in
these regions. “Never again!”. Let this not be another
one of those times. Please act now!

Signed by participants from Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan,
Tanzania, and Uganda.

Mekelle, Ethiopia, September 2009
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Nosotros campesinos, campesinas, indigenas, movi-
mientos sociales y de mujeres, profesionales, institucio-
nes de desarrollo que luchamos por una tierra y vida
saludable, creemos en la convivencia arménica entre el
ser humano v la naturaleza desde hace varios siglos y
gracias a ese modo de relacionarse hemos mantenido ge-
neraciones con sabidurfas, prdcticas culturales, sociales,
econdmicas y politicas, sostenibles. Sin embargo, esta
préctica no es reconocida por nuestros gobiernos y por
los pafses industrializados, que siguen con un modelo
de produccién y consumo degradador, de sometimiento
y explotacion de la naturaleza, tomdndola estrictamente
como mercancia, para acumular riqueza e incrementar
capitales.

Este modelo de uso de los recursos naturales, estd basa-
do en la depredacién, el saqueo econémico a ultranza
de minerales, petréleo y bosques. Lo que estd generando
el colapso del planeta y consecuencias como: inundacio-
nes, sequias, variaciones climatoldgicas, hambre por la
creciente inseguridad alimentaria, sismos, descongela-
miento de glaciares, escases de agua, desaparicién de es-
pecies de la biodiversidad, mayor presencia de enferme-
dades causadas por el desequilibrio ambiental. Ademads,
expone a la humanidad a situaciones de clasificacién,
dominacién y exclusion social y miseria, haciendo que
los conocimientos de los pueblos originarios del mundo
sean subordinados o ninguneados desde la época colo-
nial, causando directamente una deuda ecoldgica del
norte hacia el sur de nuestro planeta, la resistencia de
nuestros pueblos y la formulacién de alternativas soste-
nibles de desarrollo y vida digna.

Frente a estos problemas quienes estamos participando
en el Il Encuentro del Programa de Intercambio, Dialo-
g0 vy Asesorfa en Agricultura Sostenible y Seguridad Ali-
mentaria (PIDAASSA, Regional pafses Andinos y Brasil)
exigimos:

1. Laaplicacién de los Derechos Econémicos, Sociales,
Culturales y Ambientales de acuerdo a la Declaracién

de las Naciones Unidas;

2. El respeto y aplicacién del CONVENIO 169 de la
OIT, que indica la obligacién de los gobiernos de consul-

fur die Welt



Carta de los pueblos Andinos y de la Amazonia
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tar a los pueblos indigenas originarios sobre el uso de los
recursos y sus territorios;

3. Reformas agrarias y garantfa juridica de la tierra para
los pueblos indigenas, originarios, tradicionales, campe-
sinos. Como una forma de garantizar el ordenamiento
territorial con una diversificacién productiva y la sobe-
ranfa alimentarfa;

4. El rechazo de los mecanismos de mercado como
instrumentos para reducir las emisiones de carbono, ba-
sados en la firme creencia de que el mercado no es un
espacio capaz de asumir la responsabilidad por la vida
en el planeta. La Conferencia de las Partes (COP) y su
desenvolvimiento mostraron que los gobiernos no estén
dispuestos a asumir compromisos ptblicos consistentes,
que transfieren la responsabilidad préctica del cumpli-
miento de metas, notoriamente insuficientes, hacia la
iniciativa privada. Con esto, mientras que las inversio-
nes publicas y el control sobre el cumplimiento de las
metas se diluyen, se legitima la expansién del mercado
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mundial de CO,, que aparece como una nueva forma de
inversion del capital financiero y de supervivencia de un
modelo de produccién y de consumo fracasado;

5. La adhesién al Tribunal de Justicia Climdtica (Boli-
via, Cochabamba 2009) recientemente creada por las
organizaciones y movimientos sociales a nivel mundial;

6. La creacién de un Tribunal Internacional de Justicia
Ambiental con capacidad de sancionar y penalizar a los
Estados y empresas responsables por los crimenes am-
bientales;

7. Que los pafses industrializados reduzcan sus emisio-
nes en un 40% hasta el 2020. Pero, que no transfieran
sus industrias con las emisiones para otros pafses, espe-
cialmente del Sur. Caso contrario sean penalizados por
este Tribunal Internacional de Justicia Ambiental;

8. Que los derechos de las mujeres sean respetados y
apoyadas porque son quienes mds sufren las consecuen-
cias del modelo de explotacién y mercantilizacién de los
recursos haturales y su impacto en la seguridad alimen-
taria. (...)

Afirmamos que tenemos otra visién del territorio, desa-
rrollo y economia, que hemos estado construyendo a lo
largo del tiempo, articulando el uso sostenible del bos-
que v el libre uso de la biodiversidad. Como, también,
se hace necesario un conjunto de politicas ptblicas que
permitan el reconocimiento y la valorizacién de esas
précticas tradicionales, basadas en la convivencia entre
produccién y preservacién ambiental.

Nos comprometemos a seguir luchando desde estas
premisas, y para que todo y cualquier mecanismo de
reduccién de deforestacién, explotacién del petrdleo y
minerfa esté consultado y acordado con los pueblos in-
digenas, originarios, tradicionales y campesinos a partir
de la insercién de una visién amplia de politicas ptblicas
y fondos publicos, que garanticen nuestros derechos y
vida en la Amazonia, los Andes y en el Planeta.

Firmado por participantes de Bolivia, Brasil, Ecuador, y
Perd, Octubre 2009
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Declaratoria de Mesoamerica y del Caribe

Los pueblos originarios, encontramos en la Tierra nues-
tra fuente energética para la vida, pues con su sabidurfa
nos ha ensefiado el principio de armonfa para la con-
vivencia con los elementos como el suelo, el agua, el
bosque, los animales, las plantas, y el aire que reque-
rimos. Cuidamos y trabajamos para ella, pues ella nos
cuida y trabaja para nosotros. Hemos crecido en ella,
y diariamente disfrutamos de sus benevolencias. Para
nosotras y nosotros la Tierra es un ser del que emana la
vida; nuestros antepasados nos ensefiaron a armonizar-
nos, sin aduefiarnos de ella. Nos ensefiaron que es para
todos y todas y que las acciones humanas repercuten en
la vida de quienes la poblamos.

Por miles de afios, muchos pueblos del mundo, hemos
aprendido a tratar la Tierra con RESPETO y sabemos
que cuando este se pierde, hace que en el ser humano
emerja la avaricia, la necesidad de acumular riqueza y el
desprecio a la vida misma. Denunciamos que este irres-
peto es la principal causante de los grandes males que
padecemos: la pérdida de las especies, el desorden del
ciclo de las lluvias, el cambio en la intensidad del viento,
la fuerza con que el sol nos llega, denominado por la
ciencia como CAMBIO CLIMATICO. Este ha provoca-
do y seguird provocando el hambre, pobreza, exclusion,
discriminacién y muerte de millares de habitantes de la
tierra. La Tierra estd sufriendo el calentamiento a nive-
les amenazantes a la vida, lo que nos pueden llevar al
colapso de todos los seres vivos.

Ante ello: las organizaciones abajo firmantes y miem-
bros del Programa de Intercambio Dialogo y Asesorfa
en Agricultura Sostenible (PIDAASSA), de la regién
Mesoamericana y del Caribe, manifestamos nuestra pre-
ocupacion e indignacién por los crecientes riegos que
representa el CAMBIO CLIMATICO.

Afirmamos, desde la experiencia forjada con nuestras
manos, que una Agricultura Sostenible, que no depende
de la energfa f6sil, que conserva la diversidad genética
y de especies, que recupera toda la relacién de los pue-
blos originarios de relacionarse con la MADRE TIERRA
y que contribuye enormemente a la seguridad y sobe-
ranfa alimentaria de los pueblos del mundo, ademds de
toda su contribucién al cuidado y restablecimiento del
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medio ambiente, debe de tener el reconocimiento de
la ciencia y la tecnologfa, como una forma de producir
alimentos saludables y a la reduccién de gases de efecto
invernadero.

Consideramos que:

1. La forma de vida, sustentada en la dependencia in-
dustrial y del petrdleo para sus sistemas de produccion
de alimentos, han tocado fondo y han provocado efectos
irreversibles en la mayorfa de los ecosistemas del plane-
ta, comprometiendo las aspiraciones y calidad de vida
de las generaciones de hoy y del futuro.

2. El trato a la tierra como una mercancia, descontro-
lando la forma equilibrada de uso de los elementos de
vida para el desarrollo equitativo de todos los pueblos
del mundo; concentrdndolas y reconcentrdndolas en
sistemas mezquinos e individualistas promovidas por la
economia de mercados y protegidas por los estados més
poderosos, es una de las causas de la crisis ambiental,
econdmica y alimentarfa que se disemina en los sectores
y pueblos mds vulnerables. Estudios recientes ubican a
pafses de nuestra regién entre los primeros lugares mds
vulnerables al riesgo que representa el Cambio Climadtico.

3. Que existe una inadecuada distribucién de los ru-
bros presupuestarios en la mayorfa de los Estados, prio-
rizando gastos innecesarios y agravantes para sus pue-
blos. Constituyéndose una ofensa los 2,000 millones
de délares americanos invertidos por los Estados cen-
troamericanos para sus gastos militares y de seguridad,
contrariando con las crecientes zonas de hambruna de
la region.

4. Que el modelo dominante, basado en la injusta dis-
tribucién de la tierra y la explotacién de los recursos
naturales, ha privilegiado a un reducido sector hegemo-
nico que aplica leyes, tratados comerciales y politicas
que excluyen a la amplia mayorfa de los que habitamos
este planeta, promoviendo la desigualdad, el racismo, la
inequidad.

5. El trabajo que realizamos desde el PIDAASSA, en
la promocion de la agricultura sostenible, la soberania
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alimentaria con equidad de género, a través de las accio-
nes de mds de 40,000 familias indigenas y campesinas
latinoamericanas y caribefias, plantean que una agricul-
tura que priorice las necesidades alimentarias locales, la
articulacién del tejido social del continente y la genera-
cién de sabidurfas y ciencias es posible y necesaria, para
preservar el equilibrio ecoldgico, econémico y social.

6. Esta experiencia y el trabajo de estas familias, que la
gestion por la soberanfa alimentaria representa un efec-
to relevante en la mitigacién de las consecuencias del
cambio climético, detencién de las zonas de hambruna,
la preservacién y conservacién de los recursos naturales
y la articulacion de las comunidades a una forma de vida
dependiente de la cosmovisién de los pueblos.

EXIGIMOS a los Estados y gobiernos del mundo, a las
instancias tomadoras de decisiones en los temas am-
biental y alimentario y a los pafses industrializados:

1. El cambio de paradigma ante el modelo dominante,
sustentado en précticas productivas sostenibles que fo-
menten la soberanfa alimentarfa y el buen vivir de todos
los pueblos.

2. Una reforma agraria integral con justicia social, el
respeto a las formas organizativas, productivas, alimen-
tarias y del uso y manejo adecuado de los recursos natu-
rales para la construccién de una sociedad mundial mds
justa y equitativa.

3. Asignar en sus presupuestos nacionales partidas
econdmicas para implementar politicas y leyes que mi-
tiguen y detengan los efectos del Cambio Climdtico por
el bien de todas y todos.

4. Que los pafses industrializados se responsabilicen
del impacto negativo del Cambio Climadtico, reducien-
do, en no menos de un 40% las actuales emisiones, has-
ta el afio 2020 y en un perfodo méximo de 50 afios en
no menos de 90%. De no tomar estas medidas el mundo
se encamina al colapso.

5. Que los pafses industrializados compensen los dafos
que estén causando, disponiendo de al menos el 1% de
sus PIB anualmente, iniciando con 160,000 millones de
délares americanos de forma inmediata y estableciendo
mecanismos para atender a las demandas, propuestas y
derechos de los pueblos en el tema ambiental y alimen-
tario.

6. Que se destinen los gastos militares actuales, de la
regién mesoamericana al proceso de autonomfia, educa-
Cién, salubridad de los pueblos y de la tierra misma.

7. Respetar la autonomia y los derechos de los pue-
blos originarios del mundo, reconociendo en su cosmo-
visién, estrategias para mitigar la crisis actual en que
divagan las grandes mayorfas.

Proclamamos el Derecho a la Vida de todos los seres que
habitamos nuestra Madre Tierra.

Firmado por participantes de México, Guatemala, El
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Cuba, Costa Rica, Pa-
namd y Colombia.

Ciudad de Panamd, Panamd, a los 17 de Octubre de
2009
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